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Exhibition:Friday, April 15 – Saturday, June 11, 2016 
Venue: TOTO GALLERY·MA  

(TOTO Nogizaka Bldg., 3F, 1-24-3 Minami-Aoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo) 
Closed on Mondays and National Holidays 
Hours: 11:00 – 18:00  
Admission: Free 

 
Lecture: Friday, April 15, 2016 at 18:30 
Venue: Iino Hall (2-1-1 Uchisaiwaicho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo) 
Prior registration required 



 

 

 

Exhibition Information 
 

 

TOTO Gallery MA will hold “Moving Materials,” a solo exhibition on the work of Hiroshi Sambuichi, an architect 
based in Hiroshima but actively designing projects throughout the Setouchi region.   
 
Sambuichi’s designs are unified by their pursuit of the theme “in what ways can architecture become a part of the 
Earth?” His painstaking research to create “architecture that will be accepted by the Earth as well as by people” 
entails unravelling the history and climate of the region as well as the workings of people and nature, while 
diligently observing the “moving materials” such as wind, water, and sunlight, which change due to the topography 
and orientation. By analysing these, he pursues the form that the architecture should take. Then at the design 
stage, he goes to the site in every season of the year, observes the “moving materials,” and, using his own camera, 
creates an archive of more than 100,000 photographs. Based on this research, Sambuichi intends his architecture 
to be more than just based on the characteristics of a place, but to be further passed on to the future. His works are 
highly regarded in Japan and worldwide. 
 
Focussed on the Setouchi region, this exhibition introduces Sambuichi’s efforts with Inujima Seirensho Art 
Museum (Okayama, 2008), Rokko Observatory (Hyogo, 2010), Miyajima Misen Observatory (Hiroshima, 2013), 
The Naoshima Plan (Kagawa), Naoshima Hall / House in Naoshima-Matabe (Kagawa, 2015), and Orizuru Tower 
(Hiroshima, 2016 expected completion). Each work of architecture allows you to feel the presence of its form as a 
detail of the Earth through the “moving materials” of each place, and you can see Sambuichi’s design process in 
the large quantity of research data collected at the design stage, proof-of-concept models, images, mock-ups and 
so on. The intention is to exhibit a comprehensive survey of all Sambuichi’s works through an image archive. 
 
In parallel with this exhibition, the Setouchi Triennale 2016 will be held from March this year, and an exhibition titled 
“Naoshima Architecture + The Naoshima Plan” is planned for Spring (March 20–April 17) and Summer (July 
18–September 4). It will be held in Naoshima Hall, which opened in November last year, allowing visitors to see 
Sambuichi’s ideas and realized works at the same time. We hope that you will attend both exhibitions. 
 

 For more information about “Naoshima Architecture + The Naoshima Plan” exhibition, please address enquiries to 
the Setouchi Triennale Executive Committee. 
 

 

About the Exhibition 
 

 

Title: Hiroshi Sambuichi ―― Moving Materials 
Date: Friday, April 15 – Saturday, June 11, 2016 
Hours: 11:00 – 18:00 
Closed on Mondays and National Holidays 
Admission: Free  
Venue: TOTO GALLERY·MA 

(TOTO Nogizaka Bldg., 3F, 1-24-3 Minami-Aoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 107-0062) 
Tel: +81-(0)3-3402-1010 
URL: www.toto.co.jp/gallerma 

Directions: 1-min. walk from Nogizaka Station (Exit No. 3) on the Chiyoda subway line 
6-min. walk from Roppongi Station (Exit No. 7) on the Oedo subway line 
7-min. walk from Roppongi Station (Exit No. 4a) on the Hibiya subway line 
7-min. walk from Aoyama 1-Chome Station (Exit No. 4) on the Ginza, Hanzomon, and Oedo subway line 

Organized by TOTO GALLERY·MA 
Planned by TOTO GALLERY·MA Planning and Management Committee 
(Special Advisor: Tadao Ando; Members: Waro Kishi, Hiroshi Naito, Kazuyo Sejima, Erwin Viray) 
Thanks to Fukutake Foundation 
Supported by the Tokyo Society of Architects and Building Engineers; Tokyo Association of Architectural Firms; The Japan 
Institute of Architects Kanto-Koshinetsu Chapter; Kanto Chapter, Architectural Institute of Japan. 



 

 

Exhibition Concept  
 

 When I think about architecture, I begin by looking at the “moving materials” of a given place. This includes 
things such as water or air. In some cases, I will spend several years doing research. That is because I think 
that the origins of our culture, customs, and history lie in these “moving materials.” For example, the 
positions of Shinto shrines, or the relationships between waterways and the terrain or terraced rice paddies, 
all emerged from the influence of nature. I diligently decipher the “moving materials” that are present in a 
place, and carefully think about how to give architecture a form suitable for that place. I build hypotheses 
through repeated experimentation, verification, and analysis. Eventually, the relationships between the 
region and its “moving materials” become legible, like a missive sent from the Earth and our ancestors 
across hundreds of years. As a means of elucidating this to people living several hundred years in the future, 
I hope to send a message through architecture. The blessings of wind directions, water flows, sunlight, 
moonlight, and terrain allow the nurturing of a richly distinctive culture specific to its region. 
I think is my duty to connect the era in which I live to posterity, through architecture. 
 
Hiroshi Sambuichi  

Born in 1968. Established Sambuichi Architects in Hiroshima and since 

2011 an adjunct professor at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, 

School of Architecture. Main awards received include 20 03 Yoshioka Prize, 

2010 Japan Institute of Architecture Grand Prix, 2011 Architectural Institute 

of Japan Prize. 

 

 

Hiroshi Sambuichi Profile 
 

 

Author: Hiroshi Sambuichi  
Publication Date: March 18, 2016 
Format: 200mm x 200mm, paperback, 294 pages, texts in both Japanese and English 
Publisher : TOTO Publishing (TEL = 03-3402-7138  URL = www.toto.co.jp/publishing/） 

 

Related Program 
 

 Hiroshi Sambuichi Lecture: Moving Materials  
Date: Friday, April 15, 2016 at 18:30 (doors open at 17:30; event scheduled to end at 20:30) 
Venue: Iino Hall (2-1-1 Uchisaiwaicho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo) 
Capacity: 500 people 
Admission: Free 
Online pre-registration required. Visit www.toto.co.jp/gallerma for details. 
Registration period is from Wednesday, February 17 to Sunday, March 27, 2016. 
Selected registrants will be notified by Friday, April 8. 

 

Related Publication 
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[2] Naoshima Hall (Kagawa/ 2015) 

©Sambuichi Architects 

[4] Rokko Observatory (Hyogo/ 2010) 

©Sambuichi Architects 

[3] Naoshima Hall (Kagawa/ 2015) 

©Sambuichi Architects 

[1] Miyajima Misen Observatory (Hiroshima/ 2013) 

©Shinkenchiku-sha 
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[6] Inujima Seirensho Art Museum (Okayama/ 2008) 

©Sambuichi Architects 

[8] Wind and water flows in Honmura village on 
Naoshima island. 
©Sambuichi Architects 

[7] Inujima Seirensho Art Museum (Okayama/ 2008) 

©Sambuichi Architects 

 

[5] Rokko Observatory (Hyogo/ 2010) 

©Sambuichi Architects 
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[10] Sunlight and air movements on Inujima island. 
©Sambuichi Architects 

[9] Water movements on Mount Rokko. 
©Sambuichi Architects 

 

 


